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The Niles Canyon Railway Tour 
 

by Len Hartnett 
 

(HP) (Healey Press: Dateline Sunol.) Like a snake slithering through 
the grass, thirteen conveyances of various colors wound their way 
through the wooded countryside on a pathway ideal for the journey. 
Actually, there were 13 Healeys big and small, plus a BJ9, traveling 
the back roads of Alameda County. They transported 24 enthusiastic 
travelers between Stephanie’s Café in Pleasanton to the depot of the 

Niles Canyon Railway in 
Sunol on ideal Healey roads. 
Two other Healeys met the 
group at Sunol for a total of 
15 Healeys and 29 people. 
 

The tour was organized by 
Glenn and Karen Stephenson, and they did an outstanding job. 
Many arrived early at Stephanie’s for breakfast. Packets were pro-
vided that contained the histories of the cities of Pleasanton and 
Sunol, Railroading History in Niles Canyon, points of interest in  
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“I know we’re still in 
Texas, Rock, but we 
can get to Auburn in 
time for the Fall Col-
ors Tour.” 

 

October 2—3 
See page 10 
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Niles Canyon Railway Tour (continued) 
 

Sunol, and a map of the route to Sunol. Information 
was also provided about the Pacific Locomotive Asso-
ciation--an organization whose purpose is to study and 
preserve the history of western railroads, and to con-
struct and operate a museum of historic railroad equip-
ment.  Maintenance, and operation of the railway is 
performed by Association volunteers. 

 

There is no charge for tickets although donations are gratefully ac-
cepted. To the group’s pleasant surprise, the GGAHC made the 
“donations” for all those in attendance. 
 

Our departure was at twelve noon and, although there was a steam 
engine hooked up to the cars when we boarded, there was some 
concern when we discovered that we were being pulled by a diesel 
engine; the steam engine was left behind in Sunol.  We soon 
learned, however, that the steam engine followed us to Niles. En-
gine Number 3 was hooked onto the train there and pulled us back 
to Sunol. 

 

The journey took us from Sunol past the Brightside maintenance 
facility with its many engines and cars awaiting restoration and use.  
Following that we proceeded through The Big Curve, Farwell, over 
Farwell Bridge and Dresser Bridge, and past the locations of Joy-
well Park, Vallejo Flour Mill, and Joaquin Murrietta’s Rancho. The 
return trip under steam power provided more opportunities for pho-
tos and the experience of train travel in “the old days.” 
 

Some of the group took refuge in the restored Pullman style cars 
while others opted for the open-air cars to better see the country-
side as they journeyed through Niles Canyon. The train was crowed 
as half the passengers had started their trip in Niles and would be 
making the return trip. The weather was perfect, the companionship 
outstanding, and a good time was had by all. 
 
Those in attendance were Glenn and Karen Stephenson, Len and 
Marge Hartnett, Kip and Judy Hartnett, Terry and Linda Parsons, 
Brian and daughter Britney Bliven, Nick and Sandy Klein, Loren 
Cross, Jorge Quintero, Dave and Jerry Nock, Dennis and Ruth 
Gilroy, Rod Hill and Gail Lopez, Lee and Susan Bardellini, Bruce 
and Christy Campbell, Steve and Kim Korbay, John Trifari, and Dan 
and Linda Sekella. 

Glenn Stephenson &  
Dave Nock 

John Trifari 

Judy Hartnett (left) & 
Marge Hartnett 

Steve Korbay, Kim Kor-
bay, Nick Klein, Sandy 

Klein 

From Glenn & Karen Stephenson 
We would like to thank the Club members and their families/friends 
who attended the tour.  Being relatively unknown to most members, 
our first endeavor as tour guides inspired some apprehension.  Your 
attendance and enthusiasm made our first tour very rewarding, and 
we extend our most sincere thanks to all.   

 



 National Healey Ice Cream Social 
 

Photos by Jim Walton (Vacaville) and Jim Morton (Rocklin) 
 

The third Sunday in August is designated National Austin Healey Ice Cream Social Day, and 
our GGAHC members imbibed the cold sweet treat at two locations this year—Vacaville Fos-
ter’s Freeze and Mel’s Diner in Rocklin.  Turnout was six cars at Vacaville, including Len Hart-
nett (organizer), Glenn & Karen Stephenson, Roger & Donna Hawk, Jim & Maurita Walton, 
Kirk & Roberta Polson, and Tico & Ari Cortes.  Two cars showed up in Rocklin including Jim & 
Ida Morton, and newly-returned Club members Dennis & Stephanie Wolfe.  The level of ex-
citement was simply too high to measure, but it was assuredly a good social time. 
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        Rocklin:  Stephanie & Dennis Wolfe,  
                        Jim & Ida Morton 

Tico Cortes, Ari Cortes, 
Len Hartnett 

Maurita Walton, Glenn  
Stephenson 

Roger Hawk, daughter Kaelyn, 
and grandson Rex 
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Healeys, Hot Rods & Detroit Iron 
 

by John Soderling 
 

What do you have when you mix Healeys, hot rods and Detroit iron?   You have a little British in-
vasion of Danville’s Hot Summer Nights car show held on July 29th. 
 

This was the first of Danville’s several Hot Summer 
Nights, and five gorgeous Austin Healeys and four 
other LBC’s were there strutting their stuff along-
side hundreds of hot rods and Detroit iron.  A crowd 
of over 1,200 mingled among the 350 pre-1975 classic 
cars parked along 15 blocks of downtown Danville. 
 

Golden Gate Austin Healey Club member cars in-
cluded: 
 

Cully Anderson’s blue/white 100-six 
Steve Cloyes’ yellow/black 100-six 
Roger Conte’s blue/white 3000 MKII 
John Soderling’s Colorado red 100-six #57 
Randy Harris’ red Jaguar XKE. 
 

Also, Jim Rose (non-member) brought his red Bugeye 
Sprite.  
 

As always the Healeys attracted more than their fair 
share of admiring crowds wanting to tell stories of 
the Healeys they or their dad or boy friends owned.  
Listening to these conversations and stories is part of 
the fun of showing an Austin Healey.  And yes, the 
ladies do  l-o-v-e  the sexy lines of Gerry Coker’s 
body design!  
 

One of the best stories was by a couple who had 
driven in their Austin Healey to dinner on a rainy 
night to dine at Seattle’s Space Needle and parked at 
the curb across the street at the base of the Space 
Needle.  As they dined at a window table in the re-
volving restaurant at the top, they looked out and to 
their surprise watched someone remove and steal the 
side curtains from the Healey! 
 

So get your Healey out to a local classic car show in 
your area and bask in the compliments, stories and 
envy from admiring car enthusiasts and lovely ladies. 
 

Roger Conte flashes the DO NOT 
TOUCH sign at Randy Harris 

“By the way, John honey, is 57 better 
than 52?” 
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Monterey Car Shows 
Concorso Italiano and the Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance 

 

by Loren Parks 
 

The 25th annual Concorso Italiano took place on August 13, marking the second year of the 
event’s restoration.  Two years ago the event was held at the Marina airport on three acres of 
blacktop, and it was so poorly staged that I thought it would soon be deader than a Fiat dealer-
ship in the USA.  In 2009 ownership of the event changed, the venue was moved to the La-

guna Seca Golf Ranch, and integrity was restored.   In spite of the 
improved show, however, spectator attendance seemed to be down 
this year from previous highs—perhaps due to the economic reces-
sion.  Nevertheless, there were plenty of Ferraris, Lamborghinis, Biz-
zarinis, Maseratis and Etceterinis to view.   Throughout the weekend 
the streets of Monterey and neighboring communities reverberated 
with high-rev exhaust rips from powerful engines, and exotic cars 
were nearly as common as Fords and Toyotas in the parking lots.  It 
bordered on the surreal to see dozens of exotic cars cruising Can-
nery Row.   
 

One of the best attributes of Concorso is the grandstand venue 
which hosts interviews with featured car owners, musical entertain-
ment, and a fashion show. Italian crooner Pasquale Esposito (white 

coat, above) entertained again this year.  The 
fashion show lacked the zip of preceding 
years, but was nevertheless entertaining—
especially children’s fashions which I had not 
seen before. 
 

Our GGAHC members Bruce and Juana Wag-
ner entered their Maserati Merak this year.  
Last year they showed it at The Quail,  and an 
article by Bruce appeared in this newsletter.  
Their BJ8 has not been operational since he 
 

Continued on page 6 

Twin Ferrari owners 



Monterey Car Shows (continued) 
 
rolled it while racing some years ago.  The cost of repair 
is daunting, and so far they have decided that money is 
better spent on other endeavors.    
 

Interviews conducted at the grandstand by Keith Martin of 
Sports Car Market magazine elicited the annual procla-
mation that Alfa Romeo will return to the USA, and now 
even Fiat! Since Fiat has partnered with Chrysler maybe 
it will really happen, beginning with the cinquecento.  
Having owned a Fiat, I can confirm that FIAT used to 
mean Fix It Again, Tony.  We’ll see if they can do better 
this time around. 
 

Moving on to the Pebble Beach Concours on Sunday, Au-
gust 15, I was once again awed by the spectacular display 
of automobiles.  Features this year included the 100th an-
niversary of Alfa Romeo, Pierce Arrow, coachwork by 
Ghia, Jaguar, 100 years of Indianapolis 500, historic hot 
road racers, and other themes.  Typical of Pebble Beach, 
the fog did not dissipate sufficiently to allow the sun to 
generate a shadow while I was there.  Typical of this Con-
cours, a pre-war car won Best of Show; no post-war car 
has won that award.  

 
Before entering 
the Concours 
grounds ($150 ad-
mission, if you 
please) there were 
displays by car 
m a n u f a c t u r e r s 
which this year 
included Infiniti, 
Lexus, Kia, Por-
sche, Spyker/
Saab, Ferrari, Jag-
uar, Cadillac, and various others.  I was particularly 

bemused by the Cadillac CTS exhibit, which 
is evidence of how determinedly Cadillac is 
pursuing the market dominated by upscale 
European sedans such as Mercedes, BMW, 
and Jaguar.  The top-of-the-line CTS-V  
pumps out 550 bhp and lists for about 
$70,000.   
 
Now I let photos tell the story.  
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Bruce & Juana Wagner with  
their Maserati Merak 

Sex on wheels—the Zagato Perana 

Cadillac CTS-V (stock photo) 
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Monterey Car Shows (continued) Jaguar ► 
XKSS 
Av. price 
about 2.2 
$million. 
16 were 
built, 12 
are here. 
 
◄Jaguar  
   XK150 
 
Judges at     
◄ work 
 

2010  ► 
Alfa Romeo     
Pandion 
Bertone 
Coupe(note 
(scissor 
doors) 



Monterey Car Shows (continued) 
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1955 Ghia Streamline “Gilda” 2 dr fastback 

Photo taken 
before she 
sank to her 

soles 

I poise with the quintessential historic RV setup 

  Best of show: 1933 Delage D8S De Villars Roadster ▲ 

 



Marty’s Minute 

On Saturday, August 21st the officers met for 
our quarterly board meeting at Lee Bardellini’s 
office in San Ramon.  Dan Sekella gave a fi-
nancial update, and the club is solvent and 
doing well.  And as many have noticed, we 
subsidized several of the events this year.  
Due to our satisfactory financial position, we 
decided to continue to hold the annual mem-
bership dues for 2011 at $25.  
 

Nick Klein reported that we currently have 157 
members.  This number has been pretty much 
the same for a number of years.  I guess we 
just keep fixing those cars and keeping them 
on the road. 
 

David Cross has been working on improving 
the website.  We are close to making the 
changes public, and then we will continue to 
improve the content.  Our goal is to make the 
website a great go-to resource for all of our 
members. 
 

Jim Morton gave an update on club events.  
The email alerts that we send seem to help 
keep everyone informed of the upcoming 
events.  Jim also noted that we are seeing lots 
of new faces attending events, which is cer-
tainly the best news of all. 
 
It is now official that our club will host Rendez-
vous 2013.  The event will take place at one of 
the premier hotels in South Lake Tahoe.  
Plans are already underway, and we will be 
looking for volunteers in 2011 when the real 
planning and fun gets underway. 
 
And of course, Loren is doing such a wonder-
ful job keeping everything together with our 
fabulous newsletter.  We are all so lucky to 
have such talent and dedication in our club. 

 
 

Calendar of Events 
 

Contact Jim Morton to list an event: 
Themortons@starstream.net.  For a more 
complete list www.GoldenGateHealeys.com 
 

Saturday, September 11  
Classic Cars, Cats & Cabernet. 
FieldHaven Feline Rescue benefit 
in Lincoln, CA.  A 1964 squarebody 
AH Sprite will be auctioned (rough condition). 
 http://www.fieldhaven.com/events/10-
classics.htm 
 
September 11-12.  Hillsborough Tour and 
Concours.  See page 11.  
 

Sunday, September 12.  Chico Concours d’Ele-
gance.   www.chicoconcours.com.  
 

Sunday, September 19.  Capitol Concours 
d’Elegance on the State Capitol Mall, Sacra-
mento.  See page 11. 
 

Sunday, September 19.  GGAHC Danville Con-
cours d’Elegance.  See page 10. 
 

Saturday, September 25.  Ironstone Concours 
d’Elegance, Murphy’s, CA.  See page 11. 
 

Saturday/Sunday, October 2-3.  GGAHC Fall 
Colors Tour.  See page 10.  
 

October 1-3, CSRG Historic Races (Charity 
Challenge) at Infineon Raceway.  See page 11. 
 

Sunday, October 3.  Niello Concours at 
Serrano and Festi d’Italia, El Dorado Hills.   
Features British marques. 
www.nielloconcoursatserrano.com.  
 

Saturday/Sunday, October 9-10. Clovis Brit-
ish Car Roundup.  www.valleybritish.org. 
 

Saturday/Sunday, October 16-17.  California 
Autumn Classic, British car show in Morgan Hill.  
www.autumnclassic.100mregistry.com/ 
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Marty Allen 
GGAH President 
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Special Golden Gate Austin Healey Club Event 
 

6th Annual Danville Concours d'Elegance 
 

September 19, 2010 
 

Time:              11:00 am to 4:00 pm 
Entry fee:        $115 before Sept. 1st 
Club contact:   John Soderling, (925) 934-0925 
                               BigHealey@astound.net 

 

Golden Gate Austin Healey Club members 
have  been offered a very special invitation to par-
ticipate in the 6th Annual Danville Concours d'Ele-
gance (http://danville-delegance.org/ ) to be held 
in downtown Danville.  Two things make this invita-
tion so special for us.  First, the GGAHC will be 
awarded a new  Frederique Constant (Genève, 
Switzerland  http://blog.frederique-constant.com/?
s=austin+healey+watch limited edition of its 
iconic Healey Chrono-Automatic timepiece in a 
elegant rosewood gift box valued at over $3,000 if 
we enter eight or more nice Healeys in the event. 
Second,  all proceeds from the Concours  will go to 
Parkinson's research with this year's recipient be-
ing the Michael J. Fox Foundation. 
  
Our Healeys do not have to be "concours" or 
"trailer queen"  cars—just nicely restored drivers or 
race cars.  This is a great opportunity to showcase 
our Healeys (Austin Healey, Nash-Healey, Sprite, 
Jensen-Healey) at a very nice high-level concours 
event and help two very worthy causes.  Our 
GGAHC will be given this very limited edition 
Frederique Constant Healey watch which we can 
auction off or raffle at a Club event or possibly at 
the GGAHC-sponsored 2013 Healey Rendezvous 
to raise money for the Club.  So please put this 
event on your calendar and call John Soderling 
(925-934-0925) if you are interested or need more 
details.  See the website’s URLs above for infor-
mation on the Concours event or the Healey time-
piece. 

Fall Colors Tour 
 

October 2—3 
 

This is a Saturday-only tour, but breakfast on Sun-
day will be organized at a restaurant for those who 
want it. Our tour will consist of wine tasting in Ne-
vada County, lunch at one of the wineries, and 
dinner that evening at Richard Buckley's house.  
  
Like last year, we will meet at the Holiday Inn Ex-
press in Auburn behind Marie Callender's Restau-
rant, located at 120 Grass Valley Highway, Au-
burn, CA 95603 (the intersection of I-80 and Hwy 
49—go north on 49). We meet at 9:30am and de-
part at 10:00 am. We will not go directly to Nevada 
City this year, so you must start the tour in Auburn. 
 

A block of rooms is reserved at the Nevada City 
Inn (760 Zion Street Nevada City, CA 95959; tele-
phone 530-265-2253) for $70.00 per room plus 
tax. You should call soon to reserve your room. 
You have a choice of queen or twin beds, and we 
have a 48-hour prior-to-arrival cancellation option 
in the event of bad weather.  Unfortunately, we 
could not get enough rooms at any other hotel.  
 

Lunch on Saturday will cost $5 per person, and 
dinner at Rich Buckley’s house will cost $10 per 
person.  Both are subsidized by the Club.   
 

Please sign up via e-mail if possible: 
 

Bob Altieri boba9366@comcast.net, 530-265-9366 
or 
Richard Buckley writerbuckley@yahoo.com,  
                          530-265-3966  

GGAHC EVENT ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Cool Cars for a Cause 
September 19, 2010 
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Sunday, September 19 
10am—4pm  

Capitol Mall, Sacramento 
Featuring cars of Italy and 

France, plus Ford Thunderbird 
www.shrinersconcours.com 

Event Announcements 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 25, 2010  
 

www.ironstonefoundation.org/ 

Featuring Alfa Romeo and Thunderbird 
 

Crystal Springs Golf Course 
Sunday,  September 12 

and Tour d’Elegance  
Saturday,  September 11 

 

Our GGAHC Member, Rob Fisher,  is manag-
ing this event with the  goal of returning it to 
its former glory.    
 

http://www.hillsboroughconcours.org/ 

Historic Races at Infineon Raceway 
October 1-2-3 

 

The 7th Annual CSRG Charity Challenge features His-
toric 3 liter F1 cars from HGP and invited Formula At-
lantic cars. There is also a special offer with extra 
benefits for members of the Austin-Healey Club who 
would like to drive to the race in Austin-Healeys. This 
offer includes: 
 • Specially priced advance tickets at $20 per person 
compared to $25 at the gate. Club members driving 
Austin-Healeys can also get the advanced price at the 
gate with a club ID or a copy of this invitation. 
• Premier Parking in the Paddock Corral. 
*On-track parade laps during lunch time for the first 100 
drivers who sign up on Saturday and Sunday; 
 

There are more benefits not mentioned here.  
If you are interested in this special offer, please contact 
Tracey Austin  at editorgary@aol.com to have your 
name added to the advance ticket list, or come out in 
your Austin-Healey on Saturday or Sunday, Oct. 2 or 3. 

http://www.csrgracing.org/ 
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Newsletter & Web Site Management 
 
Editor:      Loren Parks   (530) 893-8643 
       LorParks@gmail.com 
                
 Web site: www.GoldenGateHealeys.com 
 
Webmaster:    David Cross    (408) 893-4912 
                         dcross95020@yahoo.com 
  
Contact Loren Parks for advertising rates.  

 
      The Golden Gate Austin Healey Club is  

affiliated nationally with the 

Golden Gate Healey Happenings is the official publi-
cation of the Golden Gate Austin Healey Club Inc. 
and is published for the benefit of its members.  Ma-
terial which appears in Golden Gate Healey Happen-
ings represents the opinions of the authors and 
does not express the positions of the Golden Gate 
Austin Healey Club Inc. unless specifically noted.  
We do our best to insure accuracy, but cannot be 
held responsible for omissions or errors. 

Healeymarket 
 

GGAHC members may 
submit Healey-related 
items either wanted or 
for sale without paying a fee. 

———————————————— 
 No submittals   

Golden Gate Austin Healey  
Club Officers 

 

President:  Marty Allen.  (510) 845-7585 
martyallen@aol.com. 
 

VP Membership: Nick Klein.  (408) 264-2411 
Klein.ahc@att.net. 
 

VP Legal Counsel and Secretary:  
Lee Bardellini.  (510) 582-6246  
HeLeeEsq@aol.com 
 

VP Treasurer: Dan Sekella.  (925) 825-8966 
Sekella@pacbell.net 
 

VP Events:  Jim Morton.  (916) 207-8166  
Themortons@starstream.net 
 

Delegate at-Large.  David Nock. (209) 824-
1562.  Healeydoc@sbcglobal,net 

Five surgeons are taking a 
coffee break... 
 

1st surgeon: "Accountants are the best to 
operate on because when you open them up, 
everything inside is numbered." 
 
2nd surgeon: "Nah, librarians are the best. 
Everything inside them is in alphabetical or-
der." 
 
3rd surgeon: "Try electricians! Everything 
inside them is color coded." 
 
4th surgeon: "I prefer lawyers. They're heart-
less, spineless, gutless and their heads and 
their butts are interchangeable." 
 
5th surgeon, who has been quietly listening 
to the conversation: "I like British car restor-
ers... they always understand when you have 
a few parts left over at the end."  
          —————————————— 

A police pursuit in a 1950’s LHD convertible.  
Any guesses as to the make of the car? It 
could be a 1951 Hillman Minx convertible. 


