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Event report 

Fall Colors Tour 
 

by Marty Allen 
 

On Saturday morning, October 2nd, thirteen Healeys made their 
way up to Grass Valley for the Second Annual Fall Colors Tour.  
We met at Max’s Café at the interchange of route 80 and 49.  
Most arrived a little early, so we had coffee and breakfast before 
our Healey adventure began. 
 
Richard Buckley and Bob Altieri were our hosts for the day.  They 
not only both live in Nevada City, but almost next door to each 
other.   They have been friends for many years and when Bob 
started restoring his Healey, Richard, too, got the bug.  And soon, 
another Healey moved to Nevada City. 
                                                                      Continued on page 2 
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It’s time to  
renew your 
Club member-
ship for 2011! 
 

See page 11 

GGAHC Annual 
Meeting 

 

The Club's annual General 
Meeting will be held during the 
Christmas Cruise on Decem-
ber 4.  Election of officers for 
2011 will take place.  Officers 
can be nominated at the meet-
ing.  Nominations are also in-
vited ahead of time, or from 
those who do not expect to 
attend.  Submit to Lee Bardel-
l i n i  b y  D ec em b er  1 .            
heleeesq@aol.com.  
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Fall Colors Tour (continued) 
 

This year’s tour was planned to be a little 
different than last year’s tour.  We stayed in 
the general vicinity of Nevada City and vis-
ited three wineries.  Total Healey driving for 
the day was about 100 miles.  Total wine 
consumption for the day varied from car to 
car, but, I did notice that Roger and Donna 
Hawk managed to stuff an entire case of 
wine in their car.   
 

At about 10:00 AM we left the parking lot 
and headed off to our first winery.  It was a 
great drive through the back roads and, 
since our leader made a wrong turn, we en-
joyed even more of the wonderful scenery.  
We finally arrived at Solune Winery.  I knew 
we were in for a treat as we turned onto their 
property.  The first thing that I noticed, unlike 
the Napa wineries, they did not waste any of 
their profits in building a paved driveway or 
parking lot.  As I put my Healey into four-
wheel drive mode, we climbed the hill to a 
flat grassy area where we all parked. From 
there it was a short hike to this wonderful 
little winery.  When we arrived, we were the 
only ones there (it was still early).  Of course 
that did not have any effect on this group 
and our ability to drink wine before noon.  
 
We were not only treated to some wonderful 
wines, but to our own private tour.  And be-
ing a small winery, everything could be seen 
from one spot.  It was most enjoyable.  From 
there we made our way over to Pilot Peake 
Winery.  We not only had another private 
tour, but we had lunch on their patio.  Rich-
ard and Bob had prearranged box lunches 

for everyone.  But wait, it gets better.  Wine 
tasting continued all through lunch.  And so 
we sat, eating lunch, drinking fine wine, and 
catching up with our treasured Healey friends. 
 

Continued on page 3 

At the Pilot Peake Winery GGAHC members 
held their version of a fire drill. 

Lunch at Pilot Peake Winery 

Just fill it up, fraulein 
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Fall Colors Tour (continued) 
Meanwhile our Healeys, all parked in a line, con-
tinued to be the show stoppers they usually are.  
Finally it was time to leave, although we could 
have easily stayed all afternoon. We headed on 
the longest driving leg back to Nevada City.  Ac-
cording to Google Maps, we were only about 18 
miles from Nevada City as the crow flies, but this 
was a Healey tour.  So we took the long way 
home--the very long way home.  The drive was 
wonderful, and the roads, well, I forgot I was actu-
ally in California. There was not one pothole on 
the entire tour.  However, the ride back to Nevada 
City was on the warm side; well okay, it was damn 
hot.  The sun was out in all its glory.  And the AC 
in my Healey was not working any better than the 
four-wheel drive that I needed at the first winery.  
While we were on this wonderful driving leg I 
could only think about the first Fall Colors Tour 
last year when we all froze in the high Sierra 
Mountains.  But, in fairness, that tour was in No-
vember and this was just barely October.    
 

We finally arrived in downtown Nevada City to 
visit our last winery.  It appeared that the rest of 
the Healeys did not have their air conditioners on 
either. Although the winery looked good, it was 
the cold beer at the saloon down the street that 
drew the crowd.  And there we sat, drinking cold 
beers from frosted mugs and enjoying the local 
bar scene.   
 

And then it was off to the local Bates Motel for an 
early check-in and readying ourselves for dinner.  
Now, dinner is the highlight of this tour.  Richard 
and Carol open up their home and entertain the 
entire crew.  This is the second year in a row they 
have done this, so thank you both.  Dinner is ca-
tered and not only is the food  excellent, but there 

is certainly no shortage.  And for three 
hours, we walked their  property, got lost in 
the hotel-sized home, looked at the magnifi-
cent views of the lake, shared wonderful 
stories, and did I mention that we drank 
some wine too?  
 

Now, this is generally where we say our 
goodbyes, but not on this tour.  We made  
 
                                 Continued on page 4 

“Hold that hot wire another minute, 
Steve. Steve? Steve? Say something 
Steve!” “ 

Healeys at Pilot Peake Winery 

Roger & Donna Hawk added interest 
by driving the entire trip backwards. 



Fall Colors Tour (continued) 
 
our way back to the Bates Motel and had 
an uneventful night, except for that huge 
downpour in the middle of the night. Yes,                              

it caught a few top-
less cars by sur-
prise. Located right 
off our rooms was a 
wonderful gazebo 
and when we woke 
up the next morning 
Richard and Bob 
had coffee, juice and 
an assortment of 

doughnuts, bagels and fruit.  And then we all said our goodbyes.  Now, for those of you who 
read this but did not attend, well, you have eleven months to get it on your calendar for next 
year.  It is our seasonal closing tour, and one of the best.  And to Richard and Carol, thank you 
again for opening your home and hearts to all of us.   
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Our host Bob Altieri (white hat, fuzzy hand) de-
scribes how a Healey bounces on rough roads. 

Jim & Ida Morton hear that  
there is more cake. 

Hosts Carol & Rich Buckley 



CLASSIC SPORTS RACING GROUP 

 Charity Challenge at Infineon Raceway 
October 2 & 3, 2010 

 
by Bill Putnam  

 

What could be better, a nice autumn day and a scenic drive in the Sonoma wine country to 
Sears Point and the world famous Infineon Raceway.  For racing enthusiasts and classic car 
buffs the sights, sounds and smells of classic racing cars from the 40’s 50”s and 60’s is pure 
heaven.    
 

What brought us here was a special invite from the CSRG to the members of GGAHC to at-
tend the races.   A reduced entrance fee and a special place to park our cars in the paddock 
area would have been enough for most of us to attend.  CSRG then provided a bonus, we 
were able to take our cars on the track for a few laps during the lunch break. 

 

The idea for this special invite was hatched 
about a year ago I’m told when a few Austin 
Healey owners went to the races and had no-
where to park their classic Healeys.  Gary 
Anderson, a board member of CSRG and Edi-
tor of the AHCUSA magazine, and Tracy Drum-
mond, President of the AHCUSA were there 
and invited us to park in the pit area with Gary’s 
MGA race car.  Spectators roaming through the 
pit area seem to like seeing the street classics 
along with the race cars. 
 

                                                                           
With over 200 vintage race cars to see, there 
was more than enough to keep even the big-
gest diehard fans busy and that’s not including 

the racing itself which was very exciting and noisy. This year the featured groups were the his-
toric 3-liter f1 Grand Prix cars and the Formula Atlantic cars. 
 

For the more adventurous souls in the group CSRG pro-
vided us the opportunity ( for a fee ) to take a ride in one 
of the race cars at speed. I did this myself a few years 
back in Gary Black’s 1960 AH Tri-Carb. It was an experi-
ence I’ll never forget.  
 

Today however was special, 10 Austin Healey’s, 5 TR3’s, 
some MGA’s & B’s and about 40 other pre-1980 sport 
cars all came for a chance to drive on this world class 
track.  The Golden Gate Austin Healey Club members in 
attendance were Tracy Drummond, Gary Anderson, Mike 
Birch, John Soderling, Cully Anderson, Nigel & Linda 
Rhodes, and Bill Putnam. 

                                                                                                          
    Continued on page 6 
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Cars of Bill Putnam, John Soderling, & 
Cully Anderson (left to right) 

John Soderling followed by  
Cully Anderson 



CSRG Historic Races (continued) 
 
Gary Anderson was there when we arrived and had 
our parking all set up in the corral.  Tracy Drummond 
gave us our track pass and we were all set for the 
day’s events.  Most of us split up to wander through 
the pits in the morning looking at the beautiful race 
cars and talking to the mechanics and drivers.  We all 
had to be back at our cars at noon to line up for time 
on the track. 
 
The rules were simple: (1) Follow the pace car and 
keep up;  (2) Don’t fall behind the driver in front of you and then speed up so you could go 
faster, and (3) no passing. Our speed was to be kept to around 45mph, for safety reasons.  
Well to me and some of the rest of us that sounded like a real boring ride around town.  We all 
went faster than that just getting here.  However, it was still Infineon Raceway where Indy cars 
and NASCAR race, so how boring could it be?  Just seeing the track as the race car drivers 
see it should be enough, right? 
 
But then it happened.  The pace car didn’t show up on time, so of all things they put Tracy 
Drummond in front and told him to set the pace.  That turned out to be like putting Count Drac-

ula in charge of the blood bank.  Tracy was a good boy 
for most of the first lap but then I think his many hours on 
the race simulator got the best of him and we were off to 
the races. 
 
We had four very spirited laps, each lap a little faster than 
the lap before.  At times trying to keep up was a chore.  
I’m told some even got a little sideways at times and I 
heard John Soderling, who was right behind me squeal 
the tires more than once.  I was also told that Nigel Rho-
des got a little out of shape on the carousel.  Those were 
the bad boys, the rest of us tried to be good and follow 
the rules for all the good it did.  I can’t remember having 
that much fun in a sports car since the early 60’s.  Need-
less to say the whole experience was wonderful for all of 
us.  
 
Someone told us later that we were clocked at the break-

neck speed of 65 mph, I swear it was way faster than that or maybe it just seem that way.  In 
talking to the other participants afterwards I think all of us came away with a greater respect 
for the drivers who routinely run at speeds of 130+mph. 
 
The afternoon was filled with watching the races which were incredible, and at times so loud 
you couldn’t hear the person next to you talking. By three in the afternoon people started 
heading for the exits, it was a long fun day for all of us and left us with lots to talk about at the 
next event. Gary Anderson said it went so well that he would see about doing the same event 
next year, at which time we could get in on the calendar much earlier. 
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Bill Putnam having fun 

This is Cully Anderson’s left hand 
on the steering wheel while driving 
the track.  With his right hand he 
shifts gears, takes photos, sips a 
margarita, and eats nachos.  
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Cars We Saw In Italy 
 

Kim & Steve Korbay, Sandy & Nick Klein 

 
 

▲ Lancia (yellow), and 1972 Alfa Giulia  
   Super (burgundy 

1936 Fiat 
500  ► 

▼ Nick and Steve with Mini Cooper  

Nick & Steve with Fiat 500R ► 

    ▼ 1950 Fiat 100E 

     1963 Fiat 600  
          Multipla  ► 
 
 
     Fiat Phaeton ▼ 

               ▲ The ubiquitous Fiat 500s  
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2010 California Autumn Classic  
Held for its 18th and Final Year 

 

by Bill Meade 
 
A total of 23 silver first place plates were presented to British car owners in a drive-up awards 
ceremony at the 18th Annual California Autumn Classic event held on October 17th in Morgan 
Hill.  About 150 registered this year for the two-day affair including a tour and dinner on Satur-
day and the popular choice concours held on Sunday. I started this event in 1993  because I 
saw no shows offering quality trophies to all of the many British marques and models. 

 
The original goal of this event was 
to get all British marque car clubs to 
join together and have a friendly 
time recreating an event like those 
held in the 1950's and 60's.  The 
other purpose was to encourage 
daily drivers to be shown. "Trailer 
Queens" (cars restored just for 
show purposes) have never been a 
part of the event, so the average car 
owner has a good chance to win. 

 
For only the second time in 18 years the event faced a rainy Sunday for its show. Luckily, the 
Saturday tour and dinner had beautiful sunny weather  and over 60 cars participating. Sunday 
started out dry,  but by noon intermittent showers kept the cars damp throughout the 
day. There were lots of store front canopies 
along the Morgan Hill downtown streets and 
car owners were able to stay dry. They found 
themselves in conversations that might not 
have occurred had it not been for the rain 
bringing everyone together under the over-
hangs. Others enjoyed a dry afternoon while 
dining in the several cozy downtown restau-
rants.  A temporary pop-up tent was erected 
for the drive-up awards and all of the winning 
drivers still had broad similes as they were 
presented their trophies. 
 
This year’s event offered a special challenge 
because a number of other car shows focus-
ing (just this year) on British cars had been 
scheduled within a week or so of the California Autumn Classic.  This resulted in a decrease in 
the normal attendance by about 50 cars. Additionally, some local clubs had planned their own  
 
                                                                                                                   Continued on page 9 
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The Saturday tour included 60 cars. 
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California Autumn Classic (continued) 
 
club events on the same weekend, further reducing the people who might have attended the 
California Autumn Classic. Because of this drop in registrations from the normal 200 cars to 
only 150, the event failed to raise enough funds to pay expenses.      

 
Due to this years reduced sup-
port by British car owners, less 
registrations and the shortage 
in event funding, I announced 
that I would have to cancel the 
California Autumn Classic after 
18 years. This was the last 
multi-marque British sports car 
show in the Monterey Bay area 
and it will be a loss to the nu-
merous owners who enjoyed it 
for many years.  Thanks to all 
those who participated this 
year.   

▲ GGAHC Member John Turney receives an 
award from Bill Meade for his 100-6. 

▲  GGAHC Member Rick Magno  
    receives an award from Bill Meade         
    for his 100M. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The California Automobile Museum in Sac-
ramento presents Automobilia!, an exhibit 
featuring Italian vehicles.  The exhibit opens 
Nov 13, and is sponsored by Ferrari of San 
Francisco and The Scoot Shop, and will show-
case approximately 15 cars on display at any 
given time, with different vehicles rotating in 
and out.  Including other cars, approximately 
150 vehicles are on exhibit.  Call (916) 442-
6802, or see  www.CalAutoMuseum.org.  The 
museum is located at 2200 Front St., Sacra-
mento, 95818. 

Calendar of Events 
Contact Jim Morton to list an event: 
Themortons@starstream.net.  For a more 
complete list www.GoldenGateHealeys.com 
 
Saturday, November 13.  Automobilia! Califor-
nia Automobile Museum Sacramento. (See adja-
cent ad) 
 

Saturday, December 4.  GGAHC annual dinner 
and meeting on a San Francisco Bay dinner 
cruise.  See page 11.  
 

January 6—9.  Silicon Valley International Auto 
Show in San Jose.  
www.motortrendautoshows.com/sanjose/ 
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Editor’s Column  
 

Loren Parks 
Chico, CA 
 

As the outdoor automotive event season 
winds down there are fewer event reports 
and promotions, so the newsletter goes into 
winter schedule with just one issue for No-
vember-December and one for January-
February.    
 

There is still plenty of room on the Good 
Ship Zinfandel for the Club Christmas 
Cruise which occurs Saturday, December 4.  
Please show your support for the Club and 
renew your social contacts by joining us.  
Early signups will facilitate planning.  We 
will have a brief General Meeting during 
which the status of the Club and plans for 
2011 will be announced.  Your input on po-
tential events for next year are encour-
aged.   In addition, we must hold an election 
for Club officers.   
                      Seeya there! 
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Membership Renewal 
 

by Nick Klein, VP of Membership 
 

It is time to renew your membership in the Golden 
Gate Austin Healey Club for 2011. You will be get-
ting a notification in the mail by or about November 
1st.  Our dues for 2011 will again remain at $25.  
We have kept the dues unchanged for over ten 
years.   
 
You can pay us by check, as you have in the past, 
made out to Golden Gate Austin Healey Club, or 
you can renew on-line, at our web site 
www.goldengatehealeys through PayPal.    Just 
follow the instructions. 
 
Our national club affiliate, Austin Healey Club of 
America, will be handling their 2011 membership 
renewal separate from ours.  You will receive a 
notice from them shortly and pay them directly.  
This is a change from prior years, which will keep 
things simpler for both organizations. 
 
Our club membership grew this year to a record 
160 members.  We had many new faces at our 
events this year and many new events as well.  
Some highlights included our opening lunch and 
afternoon at the Blackhawk Museum, the Lodi 
Wine tour, the Danville Concourse d’Elegance and 
the ever growing and popular Fall Colors Tour in 
Nevada City.  Later this year, we will celebrate 
Christmas on the Bay on December 4th.  This is a 
purely social event.  Healeys are not required, and 
we have given everyone plenty of notice.  We 
would really like you to attend and meet some new 
friends and catch up with others you may not have 
seen for quite sometime.  Please register early. 
NOW would be a good time if you have not already 
done so.    What an exciting year this was!   
 
We look forward to seeing you at the holiday party 
and please submit your renewal form and payment 
on time to the address below.  
 

   
Golden Gate Austin Healey Club 
c/o Nick Klein 
3334 Gardendale Dr. 
San Jose, CA 95118-1528 
 

GGAHC Annual Christmas Dinner 
& Meeting While Cruising  

San Francisco Bay  
  

Saturday, December 4,  1:00—4:00pm 
 
The price is $50 for Club members, and $70 
for non-members when accompanied by a 
member.  The lunch/dinner will be a buffet.  
Main dishes include champagne chicken with 
grapes and mushrooms, or prime rib with 
horseradish sauce.  A vegetarian pasta prima-
vera is available, but only on special order. 
 
There will be a hosted bar with wine, beer, 
champagne and soft drinks at no extra 
charge.  
 
The cruise is limited to the first 100 people 
who sign up, and that is done by mailing a 
check made out to GGAHC Xmas to  
 

GGAHC Xmas Cruise 
c/o Dan Sekella 

1410 Mohr Court 
Concord, CA 94518 

 
Boarding begins at 12:45pm from the Com-
modore Cruises dock, located at  
 

2394 Mariner Square Drive 
Alameda, CA 94501 

GGAHC ANNOUNCEMENTS 



 

    

 
 

 Golden Gate Healey Happenings        November/December 2010              Page 12 

Newsletter & Web Site Management 
 
Editor:      Loren Parks   (530) 893-8643 
       LorParks@gmail.com 
                
 Web site: www.GoldenGateHealeys.com 
 
Webmaster:    David Cross    (408) 893-4912 
                         dcross95020@yahoo.com 
  
Contact Loren Parks for advertising rates.  

 
      The Golden Gate Austin Healey Club is  

affiliated nationally with the 

Golden Gate Healey Happenings is the official publi-
cation of the Golden Gate Austin Healey Club Inc. 
and is published for the benefit of its members.  Ma-
terial which appears in Golden Gate Healey Happen-
ings represents the opinions of the authors and 
does not express the positions of the Golden Gate 
Austin Healey Club Inc. unless specifically noted.  
We do our best to insure accuracy, but cannot be 
held responsible for omissions or errors. 

Healeymarket 
 

GGAHC members may 
submit Healey-related 
items either wanted or 
for sale without paying a fee. 

———————————————— 
 No submittals   

Golden Gate Austin Healey  
Club Officers 

 

President:  Marty Allen.  (510) 845-7585 
martyallen@aol.com. 
 

VP Membership: Nick Klein.  (408) 264-2411 
Klein.ahc@att.net. 
 

VP Legal Counsel and Secretary:  
Lee Bardellini.  (510) 582-6246  
HeLeeEsq@aol.com 
 

VP Treasurer: Dan Sekella.  (925) 825-8966 
Sekella@pacbell.net 
 

VP Events:  Jim Morton.  (916) 207-8166  
Themortons@starstream.net 
 

Delegate at-Large.  David Nock. (209) 824-
1562.  Healeydoc@sbcglobal,net 

I’m glad it’s not my car! 


