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Please  
 

Remember To Practice 
 

Social Distancing  

 

Watch CDC Guidelines 
For Booster News 

 

Tahoe 2022  
Rendezvous 

Registration Now 
Open! 

 
See GGAHC Webpage for 

Printable Form 
 

https://
goldengatehealeys.com/ 

 

Healey Happenings  Golden Gate    

This edition…more fun in the sun, 
good comraderie, new member, and 
a reach back in history with DMH. 
 
Next time...the Fall Colors Tour, 
Ironstone, Breakfast Club Rally ex-
perience, Monterey, and more!  

HEALEYS GO KARTING 
Contributed by Steve & Patty Darfler 
 

 
This long awaited event finally 
happened this year.  Most of 
you will remember that last 
year’s attempt at some fun was 
cancelled due to Covid.  This 
year it was held on August 7th 
in Dublin and by all accounts it 
was way too much fun! 
 

After a thorough track briefing covering kart operations, safety rules, and flag 
meanings, we got into our Italian all-electric 20 HP carts for three races.  The first 
was for practice - getting a feel for the karts and best lines through the eight turn 
quarter mile track.  The second was a qualifying race to determine starting posi-
tions in the final race and the third was the actual race for places on the podium. 
 
 
Each race was 8 to 10 laps 
at speeds up to 45 mph, 
which feels pretty fast when 
you’re sitting a couple inches 
above the track. The races 
required a good line through 
the track, judicious braking, 
and an aggressive push 
when even a small oppor-
tunity to pass someone pre-
sented itself.  Some of us 
thought we did pretty well 
with lap times of around 21 
seconds, but the adult 
course record is 18.8 sec-
onds so there is plenty of 
room for all racers to get 
faster. 
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Mike Sonneman took first place, Steve Darfler took second, 
and Dave Nock took third.  Of course, we must keep in mind 
that some cars have better tires and motors before we jump 
to any conclusions about the deeper meaning of this race 
day, except to say that any opportunity to pass Mike out on a 
Healey trip should be taken with gusto ! 
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ANNUAL ICE CREAM SOCIAL RECAP 
Contributed by Len Hartnet 
 
Great weather, enthusiastic attendees, and free ice cream.  Well, almost free as the Club issues a $5.00 
discount coupon for each member when they purchase their ice cream.  To qualify for the coupons the at-
tendee must be a member of the Club, RSVP that they will be attending, and drive a Healey to the event.  
 
What more could one ask for the 
annual National Ice Cream So-
cial?  Golden Gate Austin-Healey 
Club held their event on August 
22nd at Fosters Freeze in 
Vacaville, CA, as it has done for 
the past 14 years.  Prior to that, 
the Club sponsored the first So-
cial in 2005 at two locations in 
Sacramento and then in 2006 an 
ice cream parlor in 
Vacaville.  This year, 17 Club 
members showed up in 8 
Healeys.  
 
 One club member arrived in his 
Thunderbird  and one couple in a 
Brand X because their both of 
their Healeys were in Southern 
California.  Yes, they each have 
their own Healeys.  Distance 
traveled to the event in a Healey 
ranged from 8 miles to 63 
miles.  This year it seemed like 
there was more interest by the general public with 
conversations, questions, and pictures taken.   

 
 
The “couple” of the show was the Andersons who attended on their 57th wedding anniversary.  Cully told 
Julie that he would take her out for an ice cream cone on their anniversary.  That he did!  He said, “It was a 
wonderful way for us to celebrate our 57 years of marriage”. 
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 WWW.MOSSMOTORS.COM 

   
 

 

FROM THE ARCHIVES @ 1971 
 

• A call came to donate one’s spare/used parts to the club parts warehouse.  Parts were offered to members only 
at 1/4 the list price from dealers.  Workers willing to dismantle donor cars were being paid $1.00 per hour for hard 
labor. 

• One member, John Englund, had a warning about taking one’s Healey to National Parks.  It seems a Yosemite 
bear ate most of the interior. 

• Healey Hints for the weekend mechanics was introduced.  The first edition talked of sandblasting a frame and 
the proper care for wire wheels. 

• A ‘67 BJ8 with 27K was offered for sale for $2,250. 

• Finally, Sarah was selling her ‘58 100-6. It was advertised as being in excellent condition with new valves, clutch, 
and upholstery, all for for the princely sum of $800 to finance a trip to Europe. At the time the exchange rate was 
5DM to the dollar.  Hope you had a great trip Sarah, because it was in fact possible to travel Europe on $5/day!  
The buyer got a steal... 

 
 
 

Attendees Vehicle Origin Miles 
Len Hartnett      1967 MK III BJ8   Fairfield 8 

Gerry Silva    Thunderbird San Leandro    58 

Pete & Veronica Davies    1961 3000 MK I     Antioch       46     

John & Cathy Turney     1957 100-6 BN4    Concord 35 

Cully & Julie Anderson    1958 100-6 BN4     Pleasant Hill    35 

Pete & Colleen Tortorice       1967 Sprite MK IV    Concord 35 

Blair Barnett    1959 Sprite MK I    Hayward 63 

Steve & Kim Korbay    1964 3000 MK III BJ8    Santa Rosa    60 

Mike Sonneman    1966 3000 MK III BJ8  Sacramento 40 

Roger & Donna Hawk    Brand X     Arbuckle    60 

Marc & Pattie Lewis    1963 3000 MK II BJ7    Clayton 38 

http://WWW.MOSSMOTORS.COM
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NEW MEMBER PROFILE: Paul and Charan Van Noord 
Contributed by the members 
 
I’m Paul Van Noord, a new member of GGAHC. My wife Charan and I are California natives, raised in 
Southern California. We married and moved to the Bay Area in 1972. Not knowing what else to do, I took a 
job with Security Pacific Bank and retired from banking 43 years later, in 2015. Charan was a Registered 
nurse for 45 years, most of that time caring for patients at John Muir Medical Center in Walnut Creek. We 
raised a daughter and a son who are married and in turn have blessed us with four grandchildren. Our fami-
lies all live in Concord. We are active in our church, Walnut Creek Presbyterian, and enjoy road trips, the 
Sonoma Coast, (Sea Ranch), and I enjoy almost any automotive endeavor. 
 
 
 
My Healey is a 1959 Bugeye, it is the third one that has come 
under my stewardship. It’s original paint was Whitehall Neva-
da Beige with red seating and interior. The other two were not 
true restorations, I would call them cosmetic although I rebuilt 
the engines and freshened the transmissions. I long to know 
what happened to those two bugeyes! 

 
 
This Bugeye is a work in 
process and is a true nut 
and bolt restoration. From 
complete disassembly to 
thorough media blasting, 
epoxy primer, metal work, 
hundreds of new parts, to 
powder coating some things 
and painting most things, 
reassembling and bringing it 

back to close to its factory finish. It will be a homage to a con-
cours car but will be driven frequently. I make a little progress 
frequently and am challenged with back orders and third party 
delays, but I will get there! 
 
I was drawn to Healey’s and especially the bugeye when that 
car was new. A friend of my oldest brother owned an Iris Blue 
car and I was struck by its wonderfully proportioned styling.  
 
My dream garage contains a Series 1 Lotus Elan, a 1966 XKE coupe, (and a 1965 Buick Riviera Grand 
Sport). I think the Mk 1 Spitfire is under appreciated and will likely one day have its day in the sun. I did own 
a ’66 E type coupe in rough condition many years ago but was not able to afford a proper restoration at the 
time and sold it to some one who could do it justice. (I believe that car is in the Netherlands now). I also cur-
rently care for a 2001 MX5 Miata special edition (BRG). 
 
There are many great Healey memories surrounding the first two Sprites. I recall asking Charan to help fit 
the pistons in the cylinders of one of the cars. She complained that they were “all greasy”, I explained as 
kindly as I could that it was “clean grease!” Another is the overpowering smell of raw gas in the interior of 
our Bugeye while ascending the Sunol Grade on 680 on our way to a car event in Monterey. I stopped the 
car and lifted the bonnet to inspect. the tiny float bowl of one of the HS1 carbs was overflowing fuel very 
near to the very hot exhaust manifold. The float valve had, of course, stuck open. A gentle tap tap on the 
bowl and off we went. 
 
I’m pretty sure, but have no records, that I am a former member of the club when it was called Austin Healey 
Club - Pacific Centre. I have a jacket patch along with an embroidered bugeye patch from that era. I look 
forward to participating in club events and have already been benefitted by meeting Brian Blivens and talk-
ing to him about his beautiful leaf green concours winner and other bugeye owners in the region. 
Meanwhile I will have to join events driving my BJ8 (Miata).  
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     HealeyDoc’s 
   Corner 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Well, the 2021 Healey season is quickly coming to 
an end, there are only a couple of events left and 
then it’s our 2020/21 50th anniversary a year late 
Christmas Party / Bay Cruise.  
  
This has been an interesting year for tours with all 
the unknowns, will people attend, should we mask 
up or not, should we require vaccinations and all 
the rest. Then at the end of the day the events of 
2021 have been some of the best attended in a 
long time. Even Marc Lewis had his 4 Bay area 
pass tour and had several cars do the whole trip 
with one a new Sprite owner. 
 
To wrap up the tours for the year we have two 
tours left, Jerri and I will be hosting the Sierra 
Pass / Fall Colors tour in a couple of weeks, we 
have 30 cars attending for this 3 day trip with 12 
coming from Southern California. Then there is 
the last local tour of the year, the Russian River 
Tour in November. 
  
Last month we attended the Ironstone Concours 
in Murphy’s and our club came out in force we 
had 12 Healey’s show up this year. So we had our 
own class located on the shores of the Ironstone 
Lake for a back drop. Congrats to Brian and Nao-
mi Bliven for their best in class for the Austin 
Healey class. 
 
We are also looking for a “few good Healey own-
ers” that would like to help out with some of the 
activities at next year Healey Rendezvous May 29 
– June 3 in South Lake Tahoe. Especially we need 
someone to do the Regalia Sales position all or-
ders will be on a Pre Order only so no sitting 
around all week trying to sell the regalia. 
 

Happy Healeying 
David Nock 

     

 
BARBEQUE AT THE NERLOVE’S IN NAPA 
Contributed by the Editor 
 
Once again Ken and Faith hosted the annual Club 
barbeque and celebration honoring Bacchus at their 
winery in Napa, aided by daughter Elise (as somme-
lier) and a local catering company that took responsi-
bility for the afternoon repast. It was another of the 
typical hot August days, with temperatures in the 90’s 
in and around Napa, and even hotter in points East.  
Many still braved the weather in their Healeys, while 
others, hesitant of getting caught in the notorious 
weekend traffic jams in Napa, in the sun, in a hot car, 
chose the comfort of modern vehicular engineering 
and air conditioning.   
 

 
Camp Followers began to gather around 1:00 and 
enjoyed an hour + catching up after emerging from 
the relative isolation brought on by Covid which had 
canceled the event in 2020.  
  
Even with the heat the Nerlove’s 28 acre winery of-
fers a perfect setting for such gatherings: A large rear 
yard with ample seating and mature tree cover that 
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provides good shade throughout the afternoon.  Elise made sure that five of Elkhorn Peaks finest offerings       
(2 Pinot Noir, a Chardonnay, a Rose, and a sparkling) were amply poured to a thirsty crowd while appetizers 
were consumed.  At around 3:00 the caterers laid out the repast and the lines to the food table quickly ap-
peared. 
 
For those who have not taken ad-
vantage of this event the winery is a 
picture perfect small family enterprise, 
the antithesis of the large corporate 
venues that have come to dominate 
the Valley.  It was originally founded in 
1983, and for years merely grew 
grapes for sale to other wineries.  On-
site amenities were marginal, confined 
to the requisite out buildings, barns, 
sheds etc. to house necessary farm 
equipment.  The family took up resi-
dence in a repurposed shed.  Water 
had to be trucked in so basic necessi-
ties such as weekly laundry chores 
were taken off property.  In 1993 the 
charming farm house, with large cov-
ered front porch, was built and at 
great expense they joined the Napa 
City water supply.  They began their 
own label in 1992 and as noted in the last issue of Healey Happenings have been fighting a battle to enable 
them to have a proper tasting room.  At present the Wine Club can be found upstairs in the main redwood 
barn that hosts Ken’s collection of antique slot machines.  The BN4 is relegated to the barn with the other 
farm vehicles.  When visiting you will undoubtedly be met by Monty, the family dog for whom the only 
strangers are friends he has not met. 
   

 
 
 
 
 

A total of 36 Healey acolytes made the pilgrim-
age. For the record: 
 
Anderson, Cully & Julie 
Cory, Greg & Sanlin 
Darfler, Steve & Patty 
Freese, Ken & Marsha 
Freese, Phil 
Groom, Darryl & Tina 
Hawk, Roger & Donna 
Hensler, Joe & Gayle 
Klimaszewski, John 
Korbay, Steve & Kim 
Lewis, Marc & Patti 
Olson, Rich & Tweety 
Roberts, Peter & Jill Meyers 
Sardeman, Rob & Marie Louise 
Sonneman, Mike 
Stevenson, Glenn & Wife 
Trewin, Greg & Mary 
Turney, John & Cathy 
Vranicar, John      
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 
Provided by Dave Nock 
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EDITORIAL NOTES…... 

 
.RESSURECTION OF “TECH TIPS” 
 

 To me, one of the more interesting features of Healey 
Marque has always been the Tech Tips section.  It was 
also a core part of Healey Highlights even in the first 
editions, but seems to have been replaced with AHA arti-
cles and the proliferation of You Tube tutorials and other 
on-line sources.  Dave Nock has approved the use of 
Norm Nock’s technical articles for Club use, and as space 
is available we will start to layer some of the tidbits into 
HH.   
 

We also encourage any and all members to contribute 

their own ideas and experiences.  Among members are 

those who have performed engine swaps, disc brake 

conversions, air conditioning add-ons and other creative 

things aimed at enhancing the performance and enjoy-

ment of our beloved rides.  So if you have something to 

share, email me, send me a draft (Word document 

please) with JPEG photos, and we’ll give you some col-

umn inches.  (I was going to contribute my own: installing 

an ignition cut off switch in the cockpit to supplement the 

battery cut off in the trunk. I thought I was very clever, but 

found the same solution published in HH in the mid ‘70s.)  

 

Healey Highlights is meant to be a vehicle for members 

to learn, to connect with each other, and to share.  Mem-

bers are encouraged to contribute articles, personal sto-

ries, to make suggestions for format improvements and 

articles, etc.  There are no frivolous ideas, and all are 

welcome! 

    

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 
 

Contact Marc Lewis to list an event:    
events.ggahc@gmail.com.  For a more complete list see 
www.GoldenGateHealeys.com. You are advised to verify 
the dates of events that are not ours 

Golden Gate Austin Healey Club  
Board of Directors 

 

President:  David Nock  (209) 824-1562 
President@GoldenGateHealeys.com 
 
Vice President:  Rich Kahn  (530) 577-7615  
healeyrich@hotmail.com 
 
Secretary:  Steve Darfler  (510) 305-3864  
Secretary@GoldenGateHealeys.com 
 
Treasurer:  Naomi Bliven  (408) 225--7044  
Treasurer.ggahc@gmail.com 
 
Membership: John Turney  (925) 686-2290  
Membership@GoldenGateHealeys.com  
 
Event Coordinator:   Marc Lewis  (925) 395-1626 
events.ggahc@gmail.com  
 
Delegate at-Large.  David Nock  (209) 824-1562  
Healeydoc@sbcglobal.net 
 
Regalia.  Cathy Turney  (925) 686-2290 
Cathy@cathyturney.com 
 
Plus John Klimaszewski and Greg Cory listed below. 

 
Newsletter & Web Site Management 

 

Editor:   Greg Cory CELL: 415-269-2065 
Editor@GoldenGateHealeys.com 
                
Web site:  www.GoldenGateHealeys.com 
 
Webmaster:   John Klimaszewski (408) 226-3521  

Webmaster@GoldenGateHealeys.com  

                      
Contact Greg Cory for advertising rates.  
 
Healey Happenings is published on the web site with a three-
month lag. 

 

The Golden Gate Austin Healey Club  
 

is affiliated nationally with the 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Healey Happenings is the official publication of the 
Golden Gate Austin Healey Club, and is published for 
the benefit of its members.  Material which appears in 
Healey Happenings represents the opinions of the 
authors and does not express the positions of the 
Golden Gate Austin Healey Club unless specifically 
noted.  We do our best to assure accuracy, but can-
not be held responsible for omissions or errors. 

 
Please Note:  More Information will be coming on the Events listed 

                        above, once Dates and Details have been Confirmed 
 
Please see Golden Gate Austin Healey Club website for event details: 

DATES EVENT 

10/15-17 Sierra Passes/Falll Color Tour 

11/6 Russian River/Guerneville/Korbel Winery 
Tour 

12/4 Christmas Party/Bay Cruise 

mailto:events.ggahc@gmail.com
mailto:President@GoldenGateHealeys.com
mailto:President@GoldenGateHealeys.com
mailto:secretary@goldengatehealeys.com
mailto:treasurer.ggahc@gmail.com
mailto:membership@goldengatehealeys.com
mailto:events.ggahc@gmail.com
mailto:healeydoc@sbcglobal.net
mailto:mCathy@cathyturney.com
http://www.goldengatehealeys.com
mailto:Webmaster@GoldenGateHealeys.com
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 Healeymarket 
 

GGAHC members may submit Healey—related items—either wanted or for sale—
without paying a fee.            

                                       

For Sale:   
 

1967 Austin-Healey - BJ8/3000 Mk. III  

 

Owned since 1988.  California car, always garaged.  Looks and 
runs great.  New tires and leather interior.  

89,000 miles.  Asking $50,0000. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ken Painter (831) 295-2142 

Email:  bqribbs@gmail.com 

 

  

Free to a Good Home! 
 

Subject: Any member interested in a decades 
worth (plus) of the national AH magazine... 
  
Having a clean out and decided i have too many 
things I dont use that often and was wondering of 
any members would want them and of so, they 
can come by my house near Half Moon Bay (or 
pay for shipping) otherwise, they’re going to be 
thrown out ! 
 
EMAIL: andrewnarraway@gmail.com 

 
For Sale:   
 
1965 Austin Healey 3000 Mk III / Phase 2, Chassis  
HBJ8L / 32038. Owned for 30 years, including  
8 Year Restoration. Asking $65,000 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Robert Blair (408) 221-5244  

Email:  RNB333@live.com 

mailto:bqribbs@gmail.com
mailto:bqribbs@gmail.com

