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Healey Happenings  

The Rest of Scandinavia:  The Post Party Tour 

Contributed by the Editor with Photos from Partygoers 

 Those of you who know the history of Steve Kirby may be familiar with the tours he ar-
ranges as an extension to the European Healey Meets. Those who do not have missed 
quite a party.  Think of it as getting invited to the Oscars, but not a single afterparty.  
Bummer! 

In past years Steve has limited tours to a small group based on the number of cars that 
fit inside a shipping container (six) and for other logistical reasons.  This year he pulled 
out the stops and threw registration out to a much larger audience in order to accom-
modate many who had wanted to attend prior excursions but were not able to secure a 
spot.  Ergo, rather than the Dirty Dozen ( the vehicles do become so after 2,500 miles 
of hard driving) he opened it up and by the middle of April some 31 Healeys were load-

ed into containers in New Jersey, Savannah, and Long Beach bound for Norway.   

As one may imagine the logistics surrounding such a feat are exhaustive and extensive. Keeping a dozen cars 
together for three weeks +, housing the drivers and their trusty navigators in the same hotel each night, arrang-
ing tours, meals, calculating and identifying well spaced fuel and rest stops is daunting to say the least.  Think of 
it as Patton ‘s race across France in the Battle of the Bulge, but rather than doing so with  experienced trained 
troops Steve was leading a troop of scouts who had yet to master basic orienteeering, who wanted to stop for 
selfies, and insisted on lots of dinner options at the end of each day.  Now, take the absolute usual number of 
bodies, multiple by 3X, and the number of exogenous variables of what may go wrong expands exponentially.  
He was a brave soul, but managed to divide the multitude into five “flights” with a leader and a tail gunner, each 
of which could operate somewhat independently.  He was still a brave soul. 

June 8th to July 3rd…26 days, 13 different destinations, 3 countries, 2,500+ miles, lots of mountain passes, too 
many tunnels to count, new friends, NO serious breakdowns. But it’s over.  We did the farewell dinner in Oslo 
which was terrific, with lots of good stories and farewells.  It was there that Steve revealed that this had been his 
last hurrah at organizing and hosting international events.  It is not for lack of interest: Steve (and ever patient 
Cindi) thoroughly enjoy sharing their knowledge and the comradery.  It seems more to be the increasing age of 
both the cars and their owners, and the recognition both are increasingly fragile.  If you are interested in picking 
up the torch and continuing the tradition contact Steve: he is more than willing to help and share his contacts 
and secrets.  And…the next EHM is in the Netherlands @ 2027! 

In last month’s Healey Happenings we took you through a day-by-day summary of EHM, and barely scratched 
the surface of what we saw or experienced, and all who went wished we had more time to explore.    My initial 
draft of this trip droned on for over 6 pages, and that was without coalescing the stories of 60+ adventurers.  
So, for this edition I decided ‘less is more’ and have selected pictures contributed by several of the participants 
to tell the story.  Hope you like it... 
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Photo: Steve Kirby with John Chatham 

Photo: Carolyn 

Photo: Anne Williams.  The 24KM Laerdal tunnel! The longest in the world 

Photo: Team Kiwi Classic Racing 
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Photo: Ravin Ratnayake 

Photo: Ginko Tree 

Photo: Haden Cory 
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Photo: Team Kiwi Classic Racing 

Photo: Jeff Boysen 
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Photo: Team Kiwi Classic Racing 

Photo ; Patti Lewis 

Photo: Anne Williams 

Photo: Carolyn 

        GGAHC TEAM 
 
• Brian & Linda Hubbard 
• Steve Kingsbury 
• Marc & Patti Lewis 
• Ken & Marsha Freese 
• Haden & Greg Cory 
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Photo: Patti Lewis 

 EUROPEAN HEALEY MEET & SCANDINAVIA TOUR 
      2023  
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Pete & I were pleased so many responded to our first hosting of a Drive.  This simply confirms how welcom-
ing and joyful our Golden Gate Austin Healey Club is! 
 
Pete welcomed everyone by apologizing to both those who would soon wish we were traveling slower, or fast-
er, which got a good laugh. 
 
The drive  began with some of us wishing we had not put the top down the week before when temps were a 
good 10 degrees warmer.   But the sun quickly broke through the Valley fog, which is a hallmark of this grape 
growing region, and the rest of the day was gorgeous! 
 
There were some gentle turns and long straight-aways, and a few miles (4.2) of twists and turns on a rough 
and narrow road.  We saw meadows, oaks and redwoods, and views looking down and looking up, and a 
lake!   A good variety. 
 
Although this drive was only 75 miles, it took 2 hours, plus time for a stop at Turtle Rock Bar and Grill which is 
well know for its Egg Rolls.  I think next time I'll call ahead and order some to go! 
 
Nichelinis had picnic tables and our friend Morgan at a serving station set up for us by the Bocce courts.  And 
a number of us, who didn't mind driving on a dirt road, parked down on the property.  Good food and lively 
conversations, smiles and laughter, were joined by delicious award-winning wine!   We wish all could have 
been there.  Here are some photos to encourage attendance next year! 
 
 
 

Some background: The Nichelini Winery  
is one of the pioneers in Napa Valley, be-
ing bonded as early as 1890. The original 
house is still used today and dates from 
1895, and the winery has the distinction of 
being the oldest continually operated fami-
ly winery in Napa County.  It is currently 
operated by a fifth generation member of 
the family. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

NICHELINI DRIVE SAT. JUNE 10 
Contributed by Colleen Lynne & Pete Tortorice 
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Fire. Seems to be in the news a lot lately. From the Maui fire to where I live now in Crescent City, California, 
where we just got through almost a week without power due to a forest fire northeast of town. Most of the 
time, it seems fire always affects someone else, but in my case, I have been directly affected by fire. 
 
November 8th, 2018, I woke up late. I had recently returned from The European Healey Meet and I just 
brought my Austin Healey 100 home from the shippers in southern California. I needed to do some work on 
my overdrive, but I wasn’t feeling well. I called my friend Gene to tell him I wouldn’t be working on my car that 

day down at his shop. During 
the conversation, we both re-
marked how dark it was out-
side and Gene said he heard 
there might be fire over in the 
canyon not far away. That’s 
when I got a break in call from 
my sister. She lived about two 
miles away and told me she 
just received a call alerting her 
to be ready to evacuate.  
 
I told her I hadn’t heard any-
thing, but, let me check it out 
and I’ll get right back to you. 
As I was accessing the local 
fire maps on my computer, 
she called again and let me 
know she just got a call from 
the sheriff’s office to evacuate 
now! We made quick plans for 
a meet up location and then 
she said she was going to 
gather her important stuff, told 

me she loved me and hung up. 
 
I stepped outside and it 
had gotten considerably 
darker, and I could really 
smell the smoke. My 
neighbors were loading 
their truck and yelled out 
to me to gather my stuff 
and get out! The phone 
rang again, and it was 
Gene. He said his front 
yard was on fire, he was 
getting out and that it was 
heading my way.  
 
I went back in, gathered 
important paperwork, and 
put it in my truck. I then 
grabbed a dog bed, dog food and my dog and loaded her up as well. I went back into the house, grabbed a 
couple of T-shirts, some socks and underwear. I looked out the window and what used to be just darkness 
outside, now was a distinct red glow. I hurried back out, fired up my truck and headed for the road.  
 
 

THE FIRE EXPERIENCE: PARADISE 

Contributed by Steve Kingsbury 

European Healey Meet 2018 



X 

 

The line of cars when I got off my property and to the main road was quite long and crowded, but orderly and 
courteous at the same time. I was let in line, and we kept moving. We got to an intersection where sheriff pa-
trols were directing us to use all lanes to head out of town. On the outskirts of town, I was directed to take a 
side road as the main road out of town was now engulfed in flames. 
 
Traveling down that road, it too became engulfed in flames, creating quite the experience, but I made it down 
to the valley floor safe. It took an additional six hours to finally make it to the meet up location with my sister 
and over two months before we were able to go back into town. 
  
In February of 2019, I was able to extract what was left of my Austin Healey from the ruble. The fire was so 
hot, the center of my BN1 disintegrated. The front of the rear end melted, and the third member fell out and is 
now encased in a blob of aluminum. I have it 
hanging in my garage now as “wall art”.  
 
As you can imagine, my car was a total loss. I 
saved what was left of the steering wheel and 
I also saved the gear shift lever. In fact, I have 
that gear shift lever in my replacement BN1. 
Now every time I shift, I shift with my old car 
while driving my “new” car. The story of my 
present BN1 is quite the adventure in itself, 
but that’s a story for another time. 
 
In closing, the only thoughts I can pass along 
is that fire can happen to anyone and be-
cause of that, be prepared, and make sure 
you have insurance you can depend on. I was 
fully covered. I was treated well, and my claim 
was paid promptly and completely. As such, I 
was able to attend the latest European Healey 
Meet in Norway and my replacement BN1 did-
n’t let me down. Now if I could only get the 
shippers to hurry up and get it back to Califor-
nia. 

 

 

The replacement at EHM, 2023….On the twisty 
roads of Norway. 
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Healey Market 
 

GGAHC members may submit Healey related items-either wanted or for sale-without paying a fee. Other ad-
vertisers please contact the editor for pricing.           

                                       

For Sale: 1957 BN4 ‘Nasty Boy’ 
 
Engine believed to be a 351 Chevy.  Automatic transmission with Hurst shifter.  Tunnel and pedal box modified to fit the 
transmission.  Seats re-upholstered with non-stock pattern but on the original frames.  Rest of the interior appears to 
have been replaced and is in good condition.  The top, tonneau, and side curtains are all new.  The underside and en-
gine bay have been undercoated and are clean. Stainless steel exhaust.  Chrome 72 spoke wheels and good Vere-
destein tires. It comes with a factory hardtop, the original engine block, and a brand new Denis Welch “fast road” alumi-
num head + spare original hood. Rarely driven by the owner’s father. Running but not currently licensed. 
 
Similar cars on BAT sold for between $38,000 and $55,000 in 2022.  Inquiries should be directed to Lisa Willitt @ 
650-242-6760. EMAIL swillett2003@aol.com 
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Calendar of Events 
 

Contact David Nock to list an event:    
events@goldengatehealeys.com.  For a more complete 
list see www.GoldenGateHealeys.com. You are advised 
to verify the dates of events that are not ours 
 

Golden Gate Austin Healey Club  
Board of Directors 

 

President:  Marc Lewis 925-672-6518 
President@GoldenGateHealeys.com 
MAIL; 164 Regency Dr, Clayton, CA 94517 
 
Vice President:  Mike Sonneman 916-415-4780 
me.sonneman@att.net 
 
Secretary:  John Vranicar 925-686-5232  
Secretary@GoldenGateHealeys.com 
 
Treasurer:  John Klimaszewski 408-226-3521 
Treasurer.ggahc@gmail.com 
 
Membership: John Turney  925-686-2290  
Membership@GoldenGateHealeys.com  
 
Event Coordinator:   David Nock 209-824-1562  

events@goldengatehealeys.com 
 
National Delegate:  David Nock  209-824-1562   
events@goldengatehealeys.com 
 
Regalia:  Patti Lewis  
lewissix@sbcglobal.net 
 
 

 
Newsletter & Website Management 

 

Editor:   Greg Cory CELL: 415-269-2065 
Editor@GoldenGateHealeys.com 
                
Website:  www.GoldenGateHealeys.com 
 
Webmaster:   John Klimaszewski (408) 226-3521  

Webmaster@GoldenGateHealeys.com  

                      
Contact Greg Cory for advertising rates.  
 
Healey Happenings is published on the website with a three-
month lag. 

 

The Golden Gate Austin Healey Club  
 

is affiliated nationally with the 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Healey Happenings is the official publication of the 
Golden Gate Austin Healey Club, and is published for 
the benefit of its members.  Material which appears in 
Healey Happenings represents the opinions of the 
authors and does not express the positions of the 
Golden Gate Austin Healey Club unless specifically 
noted.  We do our best to assure accuracy, but can-
not be held responsible for omissions or errors. 

DATE EVENT ORGANIZER 

 CLUB EVENTS  

9-18 to 22 California Healey Week David Nock 

9-23 Ironstone Concours TBD 

10-6 Sierra Passes David & Jerri 
Nock 

10-21 Enkidu Winery John Vranicar 

11-4 Disney Family Museum Greg Cory 

12-3 or  
12-10 

Holiday Party David Nock 

 NON-CLUB EVENTS  

Check 
Web 

Breakfast Club Rally https://
www.breakfast
clubrally.com/  

Check 
Web 

Cars & Coffee https://
america-
onwheels. 
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